MSC Board Nominee Bios

AND THE CANDIDATES ARE…

1. Glen Mehus: Okanagan Masters, British Columbia
I have been involved with Masters Swimming for 8 years now and compete at as many meets as possible. I have sat on the Board of MSABC since 2003 and have been President since 2005. I have sat on the Board of our Masters Swim Club for a number of years as well as the BC Open Water Association Board for two years. I have also sat on the Board of the Central Okanagan Aquatic Society for seven years which was formed to lobby for a 50m pool which we were successful at getting. I have been a part of COP for the last three years and have sat on the MSC Board as one of the COP reps during that time.

I strongly believe that MSC should be and is all about those swimmers that compete in the pool or open water as well as those swimmers that swim for fitness or triathlons. I have been involved with putting on two provincials as well as part of the committee that puts on a sanctioned open water event each year. I come from a competitive swimming background as I competed for the Jasper Place Swim Club age group club during the late sixties.

2.) Jennifer Power-Hawrylak: Summerside Masters, Prince Edward Island

Having been involved in Masters for the past seventeen years and swimming in general for most of my life, I love the sport and want to share my passion with others. I am currently President of my Club, swim coach and official with the age group team and like to make everyone, regardless of ability to be a part of a team. Having been on the Board for the past two years has allowed me to learn about the issues facing all provinces and try to find solutions to these problems. I feel I have a better understanding and can contribute even more.
I believe my talents can be applied to the programming area of Masters. I am interested in continuing work creating a toolbox for new teams and help revitalize other teams to grow membership including triatheletes as this is a growing market in the sport of swimming.

3.) Nigel Kemp: Halifax Trojan Masters, Nova Scotia

After coaching at the Varsity level (1971-1998) I have for the past nine years both coached and competed for a Masters Swim Team at local, provincial and National levels. I have served as an elected member of the MSC Board for the past three years and the latter as its President.
I believe I have the leadership skills to move MSC and its policy-governance Board towards its Vision of becoming “a world-leading adult swimming organization, influential, recognized and valued by Canadian swimmers, clubs and partners.

4.) Nancy Black: Aurora Master Ducks, Ontario
I have been involved in most aspects of swimming all my life. I swam age group from 1974 to 1980, coached by Don Talbot and Tom Johnson and competed in the ’76 and ’80 Olympic Trials. I then became a Masters swimmer and competed at numerous meets including Worlds ’94, ’96, ’06 and intend to take a team to the 2010 Worlds in Sweden. I started coaching with the local age group club in 1995, established a Masters program for them in 1998 which became the Aurora Master Ducks. We started with twelve swimmers and now have over two hundred involved in stroke improvement, fitness, competition, triathlons and Special Olympics, the latter, the only one in this area. I was part of a group “Aurorans for Aquatics” which lobbied successfully for a new pool, I helped raise over $140,000 for this. I have been on the Organizing Committee for Ontario Provincials, also the 2005 and 2009 Nationals. I worked on a subcommittee to establish the MSC Million Metre Challenge. 
I was appointed to the Board of MSC a year ago to replace a resigning member. I believe I can contribute greatly to the development of our sport in Canada through my experiences with team development, promotion of aquatic programs and facilities. I believe my strengths are that I am a motivator, a team player with ability to reach out to others, and an ability to get things done.
5.) Ralph Chown: Arnprior Greyfish Masters, Ontario
As a Masters swimmer since 1984 I have competed at local to international meets. I have been a senior official since 1993 officiating at age group and Masters competitions. For my home club I was the meet manager for ten years. I joined the Board of Masters Swimming Ontario in 1998 and became Secretary. I was President of MSO from 2000 until 2002. During my term with MSO I was an active member of the MSO Rules Committee until 2002. 
I believe I can contribute significantly to the work of the Competition Committee including in assisting them to maintain and update the MSC Rules. Because of my previous experience with my club, the officials and my Provincial Masters Organization I am interested in working to formalize and promote a responsive communication protocol between the three components of MSC; the swimmer, the registered clubs and the provincial organizations. 

