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MINUTES 

 
MASTERS SWIMMING ONTARIO 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Courtyard Marriott 

Toronto, Ontario 
 

OCTOBER 5, 2013 
1:00 PM 

 
Present: 
 
Sean Warburton 
Carole Herbert 
Phil Rogers 
Brian Croker 
Mike Heath Eves 
Chris Smith 
Pat Angus 
Sally O’Brien 
Steve Goodwin 
Lesley Dusevic – via teleconference 
 
Regrets 
 
Craig Zimmerman 
 
Sean brought the meeting to order at 1 p.m. 

 
Adoption of Agenda  
 
The Agenda was agreed upon with some minor changes in order of items.  

       
Approval of Minutes June 18th Teleconference   
 

MOTION 01:That the minutes of June 18th be approved as modified. 
 
Moved:   Phil Rogers 
Seconded:    Sally O’Brien 
 
Unanimously Carried 

 
It was noted that there was an error in Motion 02 of the May 5th minutes –    
“That the minutes of March 19, 2013 be adopted as written..”  should read “that 
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the minutes of February 2, 2013 be adopted as written”.  Pat will make the 
changes and have Craig post the corrected minutes. 
 
Business Arising from Last Meeting 

   
• New date and place for 2013 AGM   

 
The AGM will be held on Sunday, December 8, 2013 at the 
Douglas Snow Pool, following the Pentathlon Swim Meet and 
lunch.  Brian will make sure Craig posts new date on MSO website 
ASAP. 
 

• TOMS  
 

It was decided to go ahead with offering affiliation with TOMS (THE 
ONTARIO MASTERS SWIMMERS) for the Worlds, which will be 
held in Montreal in 2014.  Chris will arrange to have it posted on the 
MSO website. 
 

• New MSO Policy and Procedures for Discipline and Complaints 
 

MSO is discussing and reviewing the MSC and USMS Policies and 
Procedures with regard to this issue and will craft our own policies 
and procedures based on these documents. 
 
It was noted that bullying and harassment issues will also be 
included in this policy and procedure.   Board members have been 
tasked with having this new P&P ready for adoption over the next 
several meetings.   

  
• MSO Sponsorship for MSC Rulebook  

 
Motion 02 – That MSO contribute up to $1000.  towards the cost of 
printing and distributing the MSC rulebook, conditional upon the 
cost being a minimum of $1500. and recognition of sponsorship 
within the rulebook. 
 
Moved: Chris Smith 
Seconded: Sally O’Brien 
 
Unanimously Carried 
 

• Letter written to all clubs by Sean re: MSC fee increase not being 
passed on  
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Brian will verify that all clubs have received the letter and will re-
send it to any club that hasn’t.  Brian will also send an e-mail To 
Robyn Ouimet to confirm that the MSC website reflects the lower 
registration cost for MSO members.  MSO will forward the 
difference directly to MSC.  
 

• 2014 Celebrating MSO’s 25th Anniversary – 
 
Brian has been able to access records up to 2008 and has 
identified approximately 110 swimmers who have been part of MSO 
since its inception.   After discussion, it was decided that there 
should be some kind of recognition to these swimmers and that a 
commemorative t-shirt would be a good idea.  These t-shirts would 
be given free to the eligible 25-year swimmers and could also be 
available to sell at the MSO Provincials this year.    
 
As Chris has been doing some work on re-designing the MSO logo, 
he has agreed to take on this task with help from board members.  
 
Motion 03:  That the Board allocate funds to produce a 
commemorative T-shirt commemorating 25 years since the 
incorporation of MSO. 
 
Moved:  Sean Warburton 
Seconded:  Chris Smith 
 
Unanimously Carried 
 

• Judie Oliver inducted into International Swimming Hall of Fame  
 

Motion 04: That MSO contribute $500. to Judie, plus $500. for a 
companion, to cover expenses related to her induction into the 
International Masters Swimming Hall of Fame, upon receipt of 
documentation of expenses. 
 
Moved:  Chris Smith 
Seconded:  Mike Heath Eves 
 
Unanimously Carried  

 
New Items Identified over the Summer   

 

• Lawyer for MSO    Chris/Phil 
 
 Subject to determination of her new rate, the Board is inclined to continue 
with Anna Naud.  Phil will follow up.   
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• Open Water Swims     Sally 
  

Phil to forward relevant documents from USMS conference re OWS for 
perusal by board members.  Deferred to next meeting. 
 

• Comments on OWS  Chris 
 

Refer to Competition notes below.   
 

• Change in MSC Fee Increase – Chris 
  

See notes above 
 

• Precision regarding the language of the consent to the Limitation of 

liability in registration forms.  Phil 
 
Phil questioned the usual procedures followed by clubs to register 
swimmers, requiring members to accept limitation of liability.  It would 
appear procedures vary widely.  Limitation of liability may not be 
appropriate.   It was suggested that MSO survey clubs informally as to what is 
done upon registration in MSO.  Phil will draft a few questions to be sent out 
to clubs. 
 

• Report re: developments of relevance to MSO from 

 the USMS annual convention    Phil & Chris   
 
Chris and Phil both forwarded notes on their attendance at USMS to Board 
members.  Sally was unable to attend at the last minute and Phil’s wife, a 
masters swimmer, was able to attend in her stead. 
 
It was noted that the majority of members in USMS are not competing.  While 
this is the same in Canada, the percentage of competitors is higher in Canada. 
 
USMS is looking into ways to give more recognition to the larger fitness, fun, 
recreation group. 
 
USMS is making use electronic and social media to communicate directly 
with members.  Sean noted that many clubs have Facebook groups and it 
may be possible to have these groups linked to MSO.  
  
OWS – USMS –Phil noted that safety standards have been raised, in light of  
increased death rates in OWS.  However, this has resulted in more 
unsanctioned open water swims in US. 
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Both Chris and Phil reported that overall it was a good, worthwhile 
conference to attend. 
 
Chris focused on value of this convention.  It brings people together, brings 
issues to attention of everyone, is democratic and a good vehicle to 
encourage many volunteers. 
 
Sean noted that MSO has made a commitment to send some board members 
to the USMS convention. 
 
Motion 05:  That in light of the fact that MSO had agreed to pay expenses of 3 
members of the board, and as Sally was unable to attend, that the board 
reimburse Patricia Rogers for expenses incurred in attending the meeting 
instead. 
 
Moved: Mike Heath Eves 
Seconded: Carole Herbert 
 
Unanimously Carried 

 

• MSC Info – Is I possible to have a national structure for                                             

our sport without including PMOs  Chris 
 
Chris sent out documentation to the board outlining some issues.  He noted 
that MSO is the strongest component of masters swimming in Canada, but the 
connection with the national body, MSC is weak.  There is an opportunity 
now to focus on getting the national body into a position to become stronger.  
He strongly feels this could be achieved by moving to a more democratic 
process. 
 
Sean noted that he would like to see representation which reflects the 
number of members per province.  He also suggested that we enlist 
cooperation and discussion from other provincial bodies.  This could be 
especially beneficial to the smaller provincial bodies. 
 
Chris was asked to strike a subcommittee to meet independently, and to 
bring issues and information back to the Board from time to time.    Sean 
noted that it is always beneficial to have members attend MSC face-to-face 
meetings.  There is a meeting in Montreal in November.  
 
 Sally will be in attendance as she is on the MSC Board.  Chris plans to attend 
as well.   
 
MOTION 06:  That MSO send two representatives to the MSC AGM in 
Montreal November 14 – 16, 2013. 
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Moved: Mike Heath Evens 
Seconded: Lesley Dusevic 
 
Unanimously Carried 

 

• Upcoming FINA Rule Changes  Chris 
 
New FINA rule changes came into effect September 25, 2013. 
 
MSC is working on finalizing the process of having these changes ratified by 
the MSC Board.  In the interim period, these rules are in limbo 
 
Motion 07: That MSO adopt the FINA 2013 changes to the stroke rules until 
such time as MSC approves their 2013 rules. 

  
Moved:  Chris Smith 
Seconded: Steve Goodwin 
  

 Unanimously Carried 

 

• Approval of Budget     
 
An interim budget report was distributed to the Board. 
 
There was a discussion of the current budget for 2013 and projected 
upcoming expenses for 2014 were identified. 
 
MOTION # 08:  That the budget as presented today, subject to the changes 
discussed, be approved  
 
Moved:   Cathy Macdonald 
Seconded:   Steve Goodwin 
 
Unanimously Carried 

 
Cathy also raised the issue of Cyber Insurance – This item was deferred to the 
next meeting.  
  
 

Board Reports 

 

President   Sean Warburton 
 
Sean noted that the MSO insurance has been seamlessly renewed  
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He congratulated members on the work done over the summer.  There is a 
lot of enthusiasm by members throughout the province for the upcoming 
Worlds in Montreal 2014.  As well, a number of MSO swimmers went to the 
US Nationals, with great success.   

 
Vice President  Phil Rogers 
  
 See notes above   
 
Treasurer   Cathy Macdonald  
   

See above 
 

Competition   Sally O’Brien – report attached 
 

OWS – Sally noted that is has bee suggested that there be a different category 
in OWS for wetsuits.  Lesley volunteered to find volunteers for a 
subcommittee to consider the many issues related to OWS.   Sean requested 
that anyone who has the names of people interested, to please pass them 
onto Lesley. 

 
Secretary   Carole Herbert 
  
 Nothing new to report. 
 
Special Projects  Mike Heath-Eves 
 
 Nothing new to report 
 
Leadership   Steve Goodwin 
 
Coaching – Steve reported that Swim Canada is refining coaching levels with a 
Masters component included and it is possible it might be ready in time to present 
to the MSC AGM in November.  They have a curriculum to be applied to masters 
swimming coaches.   This lends itself well to holding coaches clinics.   This has been 
deferred for consideration and discussion at further meetings and Steve will keep 
the Board informed.  
 
Health & Lifestyle  Lesley Dusevic 
 
Working on OWS project as above.   
 
Member at Large  Chris Smith – Report Attached 
 
See comments throughout minutes. 
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Communications  Vacant 
 
This portfolio was identified as one for which recruitment at the AGM should be a 
priority for any new board members.      
 
Staff Reports 
 
Web    Craig Zimmerman 
 
No report today. 
 
Registration   Brian Croker 
 
Report attached  
 
Record Keeper  Pat Niblett 
 
Nothing new to report at this time. 
 
External Reps 

 

Insurance   Claus Koch 
 

• New Business 

 

Future considerations re: budget  
 
This was raised by Chris and was deferred to the next meeting.   

 

 

Other Business 

 

Next Meeting  

 

The next MSO Board meeting will be a teleconference, Tuesday November 19th at 

7:30 p.m.   

 

Adjournment   

 
Steve Goodwin moved that the meeting be adjourned. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 
/pja 
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Competition Report 2012-2013 – Sally O’Brien 
 

Another great swimming year has come and gone. 
Congratulations goes out to Judy Oliver one of our Ontario swimmers who has been 
inaugurated into the International Masters Swimming Hall of Fame.  
MSO has sanctioned 3 pool meets in the fall of 2012 and 7 Pool meets in 2013 (to 
Aug 31 2013) and 1 Open Water Swim in the summer which was the Provincial OWS 
Championship which include a 1K, 3K, 5K, & 10K. (Technosport held 2 OWS at 
Meech Lake in Quebec) 
We have contributed $8,911.00 to OSOA for their steady officiating at all our meets. 
Without the tireless efforts on the part of these officials, Masters Swimmers would 
not be able to host meets. 
Open Water swimming is growing among the Masters. MSO is looking to incorporate 
a section for swims while wearing wet suits. Right now our rules state that wearing 
a wet suit negates results for these swimmers. Our waters are cold and safety of the 
swimmer is an issue. Comments are welcomed. 
competitionchair@mastersswimmingontario.ca> 

Representation at our meets: 
# Of clubs ---------------------------------408 + unattached 
# Of female swimmers---------------1181 
# Of Male swimmers-----------------1320 
Total swimmers ----------------------2501 
# of swims --------------------------10,572 
# Non Ontario swimmers -----------320 
# Non-Canadian swimmers-----------13 
# Ontario records--------------------125 
# Canadian records ------------------55 
# World records ------------------------3 
See you in the pool. 
 
 
MASTERS REPORT – Chris Smith 
 
To OSOA for September 20 – 21, 2013 Board Meeting 
MSC RULE BOOK 2013 
The MSC Rules Committee has now incorporated the FINA rule changes from 
their July Congress plus other changes that have been proposed by our own 
swimmers, coaches or officials. Since most officials are less familiar with Masters 
rules than SNC our rule book has a more “educational” emphasis than theirs. We 
plan to have the committee’s work completed within the next few weeks, it will 
then go to MSC for final approval, translation, production and distribution. We 
plan to have it out by the end of the year and up on the MSC website. OSOA did 
assist in 2009 with the distribution to the Ontario officials. It would be appreciated 
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if that could happen again. We should discuss other ways to promote our close 
relationship and its benefits. MSC does not charge officials for their rule book. 
Masters Worlds 2014 
We expect increased membership and possibly competitions in preparation for 
the Montreal Worlds, The swimming component of which runs from August 3 to 9 
with the OWS on the 10th. It is possible that there will be a second day of OWS if 
there are more than a thousand entries. We again expect some Ontario officials 
will come to Montreal and assist with this major event and MSO and MSC are 
interested in working with OSOA on this.  
Masters Provincials and Nationals 2014 
Once again our nationals will be in Ontario in 2014, which is beneficial to OSOA 
and its educational programs. MSO and its membership are most appreciative of 
the support they received from Ontario officials this year for the London 
Provincials and the nationals at Nepean. Both meets next year are in Windsor; 
Provincials March 28 – 30 and the Nationals May 16 – 19. The Western Region 
officials with some help from outside did a great job in London, and with the help 
of a most innovative timing system. We are confident the officiating will be just as 
good this year however I am not familiar with the hosts and have no knowledge 
of their abilities at hosting masters competitions. Anything that could be done to 
assist them would be appreciated.  
Welland OWS 2013 and 2014 
MSO and the Welland organizers would like to thank those officials who 
participated in their OWS Provincials this past summer. We made some 
adjustments to the officials roster this year which worked well and has now been 
incorporated in the MSC OWS Rules. Next year the championship is on August 
10th. Unfortunately this is the same day as Montreal. We know that all swimmers, 
and officials, won’t be going to Montreal.  
OWS Potential 
Many of us are aware that there were other OWS swims in Ontario this summer, 
far bigger than any hosted by MSO or SO. I am aware of one in Ottawa which 
had several hundred competitors plus swims in Oakville and Wards Island which 
had 90 and 230 swimmers respectively of which 10 were between the ages of 14 
and 17 in each case. Welland on the other hand had 70 at their sanctioned 
component, 50 masters and 20 in the SO sanctioned component. They also had 
a non-sanctioned component which seemed to have about 30 swimmers of 
which 25 were kids. I “spectated” at Wards and have met with Steve Hulford, the 
organizer of the swim and we have agreed to work together, both to improve the 
officiating, safety and operation of his swim, and for me to learn more about the 
use of social media to promote our swim. He is an owner of Filemobile, 
www.filemobile.com, a social media company. We need to figure out how to 
make our swims less intimidating to people in the membership, sanctioning areas 
but retain the high level of safety and officiating, most importantly, how to do a 
better job of promoting our swims. We may eventually want to look at developing 
a series with Steve and others that could make OWS swims in this area as 
popular as triathlons. I understand there is an Ottawa swim of this magnitude but 
know little about it. 
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US Officiating 
I attended the joint US Aquatic Sports conventions in LA last weekend including 
some sessions of the officials committees of both USMS and USA Swimming. I 
was asked once again to explain OSOA and its operations and services, in 
particular its educational systems. !t is interesting that when you compare the 
structure and operations of USMS and MSC, USMS is way ahead of MSC in 
many ways. The same could be said of officiating, particularly in education, in 
Ontario and in the US, but in the other direction. The USMS Officials Committee 
in particular expressed interest in talking to us. 
Bermuda Island Games 
On a personal note, and as a Bermudian, I would like to thank Jeff Holmes, Sue 
and Nigel Morris and Trevor Cowan for their assistance in making the swimming 
component of the NatWest Island Games the great success it was.  
 
Chris Smith 
September 18, 2013  
 
 

 
Masters Swimming Ontario 

REGISTRAR REPORT 
 

As of August 31, 2013  

UNAUDITED 

 
Clubs   90 
 

 Mail memberships -- 
  

 Total swimmers 3671 
 

Club swimmers  3586 
 
  Unattached Swimmers 78 
 
 

 OSG Members- Active- Ted Roach, Bryan Finlay, Chris Smith,  
       Michael Stroud, Brian Croker,  

    Barrie Malloch, Pat Niblett 
 

Not Active-Kay Easun, Beth Whittall,  
       Geoff Camp, Olenka McKee  

  
Returning clubs-  
New Clubs-  
Not renewed-  


