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Masters Swimming Ontario 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Skype meeting 

Tuesday, February 21, 2017 

 

MINUTES 

 
Board Members Present:  

Jake Nesovic 

Carla Oliveira 

Beth Carey 

Brigitte Zirger 

Brian Sheridan 

 

Board Member Regrets: 

Matisse Nelis 

 

Staff Regrets: 

Brian Croker 

 

Brian opened the meeting at 8:38pm.  Quorum confirmed. 

 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

The board agreed to the agenda as written. 

 

2. Approval of last meeting minutes 

The minutes for the January 26th meeting were sent via email to the board.  

Motion 1: That the minutes from the January 26th meeting are approved as written. 

Moved by Brigitte Zirger, Seconded by Beth Carey. 

 

The minutes for the February 7th meeting were previously distributed to the board via email.  

The board agreed the section regarding MSO leadership should include the full email from 

Michael Lindsay regarding the proposal to wind down MSO.  As well Brigitte pointed out that 

the MSO-MSC IT Team was involved in discussions regarding privacy for the new website.  Edits 

were made to the Feb 7th minutes to reflect these updates. 

Motion 2: That the minutes from the February 7th meeting are approved as updated. 

Moved by Beth Carey, Seconded by Brigitte Zirger. 

 

3. Treasurer 

Beth Carey met with BMO who provided instructions on updating the signing authority for the 

account.  Beth also contacted Tangerine who will provide the necessary forms to update signing 

authorities on that account. 
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Swim Ontario has sent back the December 16 cheque for 2016/2017 fees in the amount of 

$6,710.  Beth will work with Chris and Cathy to sort out 2015 and 2016 finances.  The address 

for the bank accounts will be updated to Beth’s, currently it’s Cathy’s address.   

 

4. Registrar 

Brian Sheridan informed the board that Wes Musial has accepted the position of Registrar.  The 

club address needs to be addressed as soon as possible.  Brigitte explained that clubs register 

their swimmers within the system and get an invoice.  Clubs can submit payment via PayPal 

however many clubs mail cheques; many clubs need 2 signatures on their cheques.  Brian will 

speak with Wes about the address and determine how best to move forward.   

 

5. Member Meetings 

The board discussed the outcome of the first member info meeting held after the Burlington 

meeting Sunday February 12th.  Approximately 15 members stayed for the meeting.  The 

meeting was available as a live stream on Facebook and was well received.  Brian Sheridan 

pointed out it was hard to hear some people on the video.  Having a microphone may be 

helpful.  

 

Brian will speak to the facilitator for the Sunday meeting.  The possible options will also be 

posted on the website prior to the meeting for members to review. 

 

6. SO & MSC update 

Brian Sheridan spoke with Eric Martin from Swim Ontario to invite him to the next member 

meeting.  They also discussed the option of MSO amalgamating with SO.  Masters have paid a $2 

fee to Swim Ontario for affiliation, not for membership.   

 

Eric indicated to Brian that Swim Ontario will accept applications from clubs to join SO until July.  

It is yet unclear how Swim Ontario will incorporate masters within their organization.  Eric 

explained to Brian that taking on the additional 3,000 masters swimmers will likely not increase 

the government funding they receive.  SO has been working on finding a solution to incorporate 

Masters swimming due to SNC’s mandate that Masters swimmers must belong to a Provincial 

Swim Organization.  It is still unclear why SNC has mandated this requirement other than trying 

to incorporate as many swimmers as possible within SNC. 

 

Brian explained the Swim Ontario is not just podium driven.  They are also focused on increasing 

involvement in the sport of swimming. 

 

Eric confirmed he will not attend the member meeting in Markham after the Thornhill meet.  

Bud Seawright indicated he may attend.  Doug from MSC indicated he would attend if a 

facilitator was present. 
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7. Options Facing MSO 

Brian Sheridan emailed a document listing the possible options facing MSO.  The options listed 

included: 

• MSO is dissolved 

• MSO amalgamates with SO 

• MSO remains on its own (status quo) 

• MSC Restructuring 

Brigitte explained that dissolving of MSO would be included with another option, it is not an 

independent option to be considered. 

 

Joining Swim Ontario would require having a committee established to work with Swim Ontario 

to manage Masters.  Beth explained she has heard from several members that they are unhappy 

with how Swim Ontario manages age group swimming.   

 

Brian pointed out that there currently exists overlap of masters swimmers supporting age group 

swimming as officials and board members of Swim Ontario. 

 

Jake Nesovic explained we cannot ignore the history.  OSOA was taken over by Swim Ontario in 

a hostile manner.  We need to be careful about pursuing this option. 

 

Carla Oliveira explained that joining Swim Ontario may have more benefits than disadvantages.  

One possible advantage would be support in hosting larger meets like provincials and nationals. 

 

Regarding the option for MSO to remain on its own, Brian explained it will likely split the 

membership as some clubs may register directly with Swim Ontario and not with MSO. 

 

The last option to restructure MSC will require support from other provinces.  Jake explained to 

initiate a change with MSC would not just involve the by-laws, other provinces would also need 

to support the change. 

 

8. Special General Meeting 

A quorum will be needed for the SGM which consists of representation of at least 6 clubs.  The 

agenda for the meeting will need to include the points from the requisition. 

 

9. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn, moved by Beth Carey, seconded by Jake Nesovic 

Meeting adjourned at 10:13pm 

 


