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Masters Swimming Ontario 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Skype meeting 

Thursday, March 30, 2017 

 

MINUTES 

 

Board Members Present:  

Jake Nesovic 

Carla Oliveira 

Brigitte Zirger 

Brian Sheridan 

Beth Carey 

 

Board Member Regrets: 

Matisse Nelis 

 

Staff Regrets: 

Brian Croker 

 

Brian opened the meeting at 7:39pm, quorum confirmed. 

 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

The board agreed to the proposed agenda.  

 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Motion 1:  That the minutes from February 21 are approved as written. 

Moved by Brigitte Zirger and seconded by Beth Carey. 

 

Motion 2:  That the minutes from the March 5 meeting are approved with the updates discussed. 

Moved by Carla Oliveira and seconded by Brigitte Zirger. 

 

Motion 3:  That the minutes from the March 16 meeting are approved as written. 

Moved by Beth Carey and seconded by Brigitte Zirger. 

 

3. SGM Follow Up 

Carla emailed the notes from the SGM held Saturday March 25th after the relays at the Ontario 

Masters Championship in Markham. 

 

The general feedback from the SGM was positive; both Beth and Brian received positive 

comments from members who attended the meeting. 
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At the meeting, Doug Vanderby spoke about a previous meeting where the current situation 

was discussed and agreements were made.  The board was not aware of the meeting he was 

referring to. 

 

Dan Thompson mentioned that the MOU stated a new category would be created to manage 

masters.  The board reviewed the MOU and there is no mention of a new category being 

created. 

 

Mike Olsen wants to pursue the Aquatics Canada approach to set up a separate Masters 

organization within Aquatics Canada that will work directly with FINA Masters. 

 

4. MSC Requisition from Chris Smith 

Brian Sheridan spoke with Chris Smith to better understand the changes he is requesting to the 

MSC by-laws.  Chris has written a whole new set of by-laws for MSC.  It’s hard to identify what is 

changing since the entire document has been rewritten. 

 

Brigitte explained this set of by-laws were originally written by MSO’s legal counsel in 2014.  It 

was written to model the current USMS structure. 

 

Chris also spoke about hosting conferences; it’s unclear how this would be funded.  Jake 

explained that MSC collects fees and their services should include supporting the provinces. 

 

Brigitte explained that previously MSC had done a lot of work to help small clubs start up.  This 

support no longer exists.  If there’s a push for a culture change it can be pursued without a 

change to the by-laws.  Brigitte also pointed out members need an explanation as to why the 

fee has increased and Nationals has become a revenue generator whereas previously it was not. 

 

Brian will contact MSC officially to obtain meeting minutes from previous AGM meetings. 

 

5. Negotiation Position 

Brian referred to the document he emailed summarizing the key points of negotiation.  A list of 

principles needs to be included.  Some principles include mutual benefit, enabling growth, 

control of masters by masters, alignment of masters swimmers throughout Canada. It will be 

important to protect small clubs; SO currently requires clubs to have a minimum of 10 

swimmers, a coach, a business plan.  

 

Brian also explained that Ahmed from SNC is eager to help MSO resolve the issue as quickly as 

possible. 

 

Brigitte asked how non competitive swimmers will be managed within SO.  MSO could still 

provide a program for non competitive swimmers.  Carla pointed out that SNC wants MSO to be 

dissolved.  SO should manage non competitive masters swimmers as well.  Jake pointed out 

there is a risk of losing members and clubs who are not competitive.  

 

Brian Sheridan explained that in Quebec they have a category for non competitive swimmers 

who can compete in 1 event with the opportunity to change later in the year if needed. 



3 

 

Brigitte explained currently SO imposes fines for non competitive swimmers.  Brian explained 

this needs to be included in the negotiation.  The agreement needs to be welcoming of all 

swimmers. 

 

Brian will update the document to include principles and resend to the board for review and 

feedback.  A final document will be needed soon to begin discussions with SO. 

 

6. Officiating Complaints from Provincials 

Brian Sheridan explained that a large number of swimmers were disqualified at Provincials; 43 

swimmers were disqualified which is more than prior years. 

 

Jake Nesovic explained that the officials manage the meet similar to age group meets using MSC 

rules.  The officials should be following the rule book for masters swimmers. 

 

Brian explained that notification of the DQs was not well communicated.  Jake explained that at 

the beginning of the meet the announcer said DQs would be publicly announced. 

 

Jake explained that the meet referee is responsible for gathering all DQs and providing the list to 

the meet manager.  Brian will contact Ian Feldman to obtain more details about the types of 

DQs. 

 

7. 2018 Ontario Provincials request to host 

Brian indicated a request should be sent to clubs asking for a host for the 2018 Ontario 

Provincials.  A notification will be prepared for the web and for an email notification. 

 

8. SCCM and MSC Registration 

Brigitte Zirger explained that the FINA registration form does not include any Ontario clubs to 

select from, only SCCM is an option for Ontario.  A notification should be sent to members 

indicating to register with SCCM.  This will provide Ontario a larger audience to form relays. 

 

Brigitte explained that for Nationals swimmers will need to register and swim with the same 

club they have registered with MSC and SNC.  Swimmers will not be recognized in a team they 

not registered with. 

 

9. New Board Member 

Filippo Porco who was previously on the board contacted Brian to rejoin the board.  The board 

agreed to accepting Filippo back on the board.  Brian will speak to Filippo and confirm 

responsibilities on the board. 

 

10. Other Business 

Next Meeting: To be scheduled Tuesday April 11 at 7:30pm. 

 

11. Adjournment 

Beth motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jake seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 9:36pm.  

 


