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Open Letter to Dan Thompson, President, Swim Ontario 
 
October 7, 2017 
 
Dear Dan, 
 
Let us first congratulate you on your recent election to the Swim Ontario (SO) Board of Directors and your 
Presidency.  
 
Over its long history, Masters Swimming Ontario (MSO) has focused solely on adult fitness and fun 
through swimming, including competition. This year, as an independent swimming organization, MSO is 
offering a program that is inclusive and respectful of all adult swimmers including those swimmers from 
clubs that have affiliated only with SO.  Our independence is not by choice but we have decided to move 
forward with openness and integrity, in the interest of providing swimming opportunities for all and at a 
very low cost to members.   
 
When your new operational committee meets in the week of October 10, 2017, MSO requests that you 
consider the following as priorities for Ontario Masters swimmers: 
 

 Provide a pathway for independent swimmers to register with SO. Ontario swimmers have for 
some time competed in MSO and SNC sanctioned meets against independent swimmers 
registered with Provincial clubs like Wild Rose and Dogwood. Yet they are not treated equally in 
their own province. No such option is currently offered by SO. 
 
The swimmers most severely impacted by SO’s club-only policy are in small rural communities. It is 
especially difficult for our northwestern clubs which rely primarily on other provinces for organized 
competition.  
 

 Co-endorse MSO-sanctioned competition, especially the 2018 Ontario Provincial Championship of 
March 23-25, 2018.  These are quality events that welcome all swimmers, in line with the founding 
goals of masters swimming.  
  
We would note that the MSO Provincials date was public prior to your election. The host club had 
booked the pool in June 2017 and had deliberated for some time before moving forward. Then the 
club and MSO took time to poll clubs for their support and verified that the date would not conflict 
with any posted SO events.  
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Last year MSO had some 90 clubs recognized as Ontario Masters clubs, each with an independent voice in 
their organization.  Several have now moved to other sport organizations, some have folded altogether 
and others were forced to integrate into age group clubs as a “single corporate entity” within SO.  SO 
policy has triggered an alarming decline in the influence that masters clubs and swimmers have in the 
direction of their own sport.  

 
Masters swimming is primarily about fitness, inclusion and encouraging participation.  These are the 
values that motivate the vast majority of Masters swimmers.   
 
MSO welcomes an opportunity to discuss these and other issues with you.  
 
Sincerely,     
 
 
 
 
The Board of Directors, Masters Swimming Ontario 
 
Cc President, Masters Swimming Canada 
 
  
 
 
 
 


