
  Masters Swimming Ontario 

Board of Directors Meeting 

ZOOM meeting 
Wednesday, March 17th, 2021 

 
Board Members Present: Brigitte Zirger (President), Jake Nesovic (VP), Rod Beauprie 
(Secretary), Andrea Schwartz Smith, Michael Sweny (Treasurer), Sue Weir, Beth Carey, Phil 
Rogers. 
Regrets: None! 
 
Meeting began at 7:05 PM with quorum. 
 
1. Adoption of the Agenda 

Moved by: Andrea   Seconded by: Mike        Motion carried. 
 

2. Approval of the minutes from February meeting 
Moved by: Mike  Seconded by: Sue      Motion carried. 

 
3. Business Arising from Minutes 

3.1. Meech Lake 
Brigitte and Phil provided an update on the issue first brought to the BoD in January.  
 
Issue: Meech Lake is a popular open water swimming venue in Gatineau Park, north of 
Ottawa.   Last summer the increased volume of swimmers exacerbated long-standing 
complaints from local cottagers of noise and traffic.   The National Capital Commission 
(NCC), the federal body that administers Gatineau Park, responded by reducing the 
operating hours of the Meech Lake parking lots.  The National Capital Open Water Swim 
Association (NCOWSA) was created to provide a voice for local open water swimmers 
during the NCC consultations. Phil is working with NCOWSA as a swimmer. Brigitte is 
working with them in the interests of the many MSO members who use the lake as well as 
OW swimmers more broadly. This is in keeping with MSO’s intervention on other 
community issues impacting swimmers, e.g., circulating Cherry Beach waterfront proposals 
to Toronto clubs, and letters of support for community aquatic facilities. 
   
The NCC held a consultation in January and a working meeting on March 10th.   The next 
steps are not clear, however, NCOWSA will send a follow up letter to the NCC outlining their 
position on a number of “solutions” proposed at the working group meeting.  
 
 
3.2. By-law changes/AGM 
All AGM reports are ready and posted.  Notices and reminders have been circulated to 
member clubs and registered swimmers. 



 
Today’s BoD meeting provided an opportunity to test the ZOOM technology that will be 
used for the AGM.  
 
Clubs are using the Google Doc spreadsheet to pre-register and vote on motions already 
circulated. We may still receive email ballots. 
 
Still have one vacancy on the BoD. If another candidate is received, an election can be held 
during the AGM.  Since Rod is standing for re-election, Phil would act as scrutineer during 
the meeting.  We would ask those attending the meeting to submit their votes via ZOOM 
Chat to Phil only. 
 
Rod to revise the Agenda so that “New Business” is at the end, allowing open discussion 
without the pressure to return to the business-related ballot questions. 
Key challenge for 2021-2022 will be to restart and rebuild after COVID. 
 
Brigitte was made aware only last week that the AGM was accidentally scheduled on the 
first night of Passover.  Had it been brought to our attention in January with the first notice, 
we might have been able to adjust the date.  Verifying the date has been added to the AGM 
planning document. Easter and Passover will be in April for the next 3-4 years. 
 

 
5. Finance report 

MSO requested a reassessment of our insurance premium in light of decreased 
membership and no sanctioned pool events this year.  We will be receiving a 2300$ 
credit on insurance.  

 
6. Roundtable 

Brigitte: Short discussion regarding restart challenges.  It may still be limited by the number 
of pools and certified staff.  Many pools in Toronto, for example, are attached to High 
Schools and were restricted from opening.  Andrea: Ottawa city rules for Fall are still to be 
confirmed. 
  
Brigitte: Asked Andrea and Sue if there were any age-group clubs using a single-lane 
configuration.  MSO’s restart note asked that clubs not advance beyond 6 per double lane.  
 
Mike: Asked if there had been any reports of swimmers getting COVID the Pool? Brigitte: 
None reported to MSO.  Andrea: Some age group clubs have had cases, unclear where the 
transmission happened.  Brigitte: exposure most likely at the wall, on the deck and in the 
changerooms. 

 

Next meeting:  TBD 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM.  



 


